River Heights Trail Enhancements
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(River Heights/Meewasin Park)

Project Overview
The project site is located in Meewasin Park North, north of Spadina Crescent and adjacent to Capilano
Drive, Sturgeon Drive and Skeena Crescent. The work includes trail upgrades and new trail (where
gaps exist), for a total of 1.4 km of Meewasin Trail through the site. The project also includes a new
stair connection down to the intersection of Ravine Drive and Spadina Crescent with new crosswalks,
and a new trail connection and crosswalk across Spadina Crescent at Sandy Court (to access
Meewasin Park).
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Frequently Asked Questions (updated March 10, 2021)
Why are enhancements being undertaken here? Through a Trail Study (infrastructure review)
completed in 2014, the Meewasin Trail at this location was identified as a gap in the trail system.
Existing sections of trail and amenities are also dated and in need of upgrades. It is also understood
that in some areas, personal vehicles are accessing the site informally, causing damage and negatively
impacting passive recreational use of the site.
What is the goal of the project? The goal is to add to and enhance the trail network to improve user
experiences and access, accommodate user volumes, and mitigate safety risks while as much as
possible retaining and improving existing natural features. The plan is to fill the gaps and provide trail
throughout this park system, while also upgrading the existing three sections of trail. New curb and
sidewalk are planned for the west side of Capilano Drive. New sidewalk connections are also
planned on Skeena and Sturgeon to connect the trail to neighbourhood sidewalks, where gaps
currently exist. Seating nodes, trash receptacles and signage will be incorporated, as well as new
planting areas and trail lighting. New curb cuts and crosswalk line painting at intersections will also
improve access between the park and the neighbourhood.
How will the goal be accomplished? The plan involves the following key items:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Site demolition and removals, including existing asphalt, concrete curb, catch basin, vegetation
and turf,
Protection of most existing vegetation,
3.0 m wide asphalt trail in new sections and to replace existing trail,
Concrete curb, catch basin and sidewalk at the west end of Capilano Drive,
Access control measures including bollards and boulders at the west end of Capilano Drive,
Sidewalk connections to the trail on Sturgeon and Skeena,
Curb ramps at crosswalk locations,
Trail access and stair connection to the Spadina Crescent / Ravine Drive intersection,
including a bike rail on the stairs,
Trail lighting, using new (Saskatoon Light and Power standard) light fixtures and poles (full cutoff/dark sky LED fixtures),
Site amenities, including benches, trash units, and trailhead signs,
Soft landscape work including topsoil and grading to tie in with existing turf,
Plantings beds, using suitable native plant material (planting design and installation will be
undertaken by Meewasin after construction is completed).

What will the completed trail look like? Similar to enhancements completed in other areas, the
asphalt trail will be:
•
•
•
•
•

Built to current accessibility standards,
Built to City of Saskatoon construction standards,
Wider to accommodate user volumes and improve safety,
Fully lit during park hours,
Incorporate updated amenities such as benches, signage and trash receptacles.

How will existing vegetation on site be impacted? Protection of existing vegetation on site will
be ongoing during construction and the trail alignment stays clear of most existing vegetated
areas. Removals are planned only at trail locations where existing vegetation negatively impacts
the existing trail or encroaches on the widened trail and edges. In some areas roots are growing
into the trail and creating hazardous surface conditions.
How will the trail impact the open space and ski trails? The trail has been aligned to provide
open space for passive recreation both in summer and winter. A new ski trail alignment has been
developed that maintains a good functional distance from the trail through most of the site, and that
does not cross the trail.
What plans are in place for new plantings? New plantings of native plant material is proposed
(planting design and installation will be undertaken by Meewasin after construction is completed).
Overall, new plantings will be almost four times the area of planned removals. Species will be selected
to maintain views where necessary, and tie in effectively with the existing native stands.
What will the new stair connection to Ravine Drive and Spadina Crescent look like? This new
stairway will provide a safer pedestrian connection at a location on the slope currently rutted and
eroded. Close to 70 steps are needed to address the 11 metre drop in elevation at this location. A
wooden stairway and railing with a number of landings is proposed. A bike rail is also planned for
easier access for cyclists. Ramps and landings were considered as well, however at least 15 would
be necessary to accommodate the change in elevation, which would have had a significant impact
on the site. They are therefore not being considered as part of this project.
When will this work be done? The timeframe for construction has not been determined at this time,
as this project is currently not funded. It may be included as part of upcoming fundraising initiatives
and government funding requests.
Will the trail or any part of the site be closed? Closures and detours will be necessary to allow
construction to proceed while maintaining public and contractor safety. Trail users will be directed to
detours as needed around the work zone. Trail users are asked to respect the construction activity
and use designated detours outside of the work zone.
Are there plans for other Meewasin Trail enhancements? Projects currently being planned include
the development of gaps in the network in the Holiday Park area (with the closure of Spadina
Crescent); and existing trail enhancements from the Kinsmen Park Riverfront through the downtown to
River Landing. New trail is also being planned for the northeast sector, from the Circle Drive North
Bridge to the Chief Mistawasis Bridge.

About the Meewasin Valley Authority
The Meewasin Valley Authority exists to ensure a healthy and vibrant river valley, with a balance between
human use and conservation by:
•

Providing leadership in the management of its resources;

•

Promoting understanding, conservation and beneficial use of the Valley; and

•

Undertaking programs and projects in river valley development and conservation, for the benefit
of present and future generations.

There are 67 square kilometers of land and over 90km of established trail, which has seen up to 1.87
million trail visits per year, in the Meewasin Valley. The area also features sites that help people to
connect to nature through experiences such as Beaver Creek Conservation Area, Northeast Swale,
Saskatoon Natural Grasslands, the River Landing Spray Area, and the Cameco Meewasin Skating Rink
@Nutrien Plaza. Meewasin is a non-profit organization that relies on donations and volunteers for
sustainability. To get involved or learn more visit www.meewasin.com

