area into an urban context. The Northeast Swale Resource

Importance of the Swale
Saskatchewan has lost more than 80% of its

Management Plan includes appropriate passive recreational

native prairie. Native grasslands are now one of the

activities, educational and research opportunities. It also

most imperilled ecosystems on the planet. The

describes management techniques appropriate to a natural

swale contains considerable areas of native prairie

area including burning and grazing to manage invasive species

grasslands and offers high quality biodiversity,

and protect biodiversity.

proximity to urban areas, economic benefits for

The companion document The Northeast Swale Development

recreation and education, and a natural filter for our

Guidelines is intended to ensure minimal impact from adjacent

air and water. The swale contains wetlands that

development, roads and infrastructure. Meewasin played a

a consultant and experts from the community.

How You Can Help

Agra Road

Biodiversity is seen as an

stresses. Biodiversity provides social, cultural and economic value

Conserving the Northeast Swale cannot be done without the

irreplaceable asset for humanity

through biological resources as well as a host of key ecological

stewardsip of the Saskatoon community. In the swale, please:

and the biosphere. Maintaining

processes such as nutrient cycling, soil building, and management

biodiversity within Saskatoon’s

of water and air purification.

Help clean up
Do not use snowmobiles

Northeast Swale is important

Biodiversity is a measure of health and value. Like the South

as it is crucial to maintaining

Saskatchewan River without water, the swale without biodiversity
is no longer an amenity.

Do not use all-terrain vehicles
Walk dogs on a leash
Clean up after your dog

A diversity of environments offer a large variety of plant species
(more than 200), birds (more than 100), mammals, amphibians,
reptiles and insects that are present in the Northeast Swale
on a regular basis. These include: 19 varieties of mammals

If you live near the swale,
consider planting native
species on your property.

Remember
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and cultural history. This resource can never
be replaced. Saskatoon’s Northeast Swale
can be conserved with the support and

Birds: Sprague’s Pipit, Barn Swallow,
Loggerhead Shrike, Horned Grebe,
Short-eared Owl, Burrowing Owl,
Common Nighthawk.

Arbor Creek

stewardship of the surrounding community.
Please take care of your Northeast Swale and
educate others as to its value.

Amphibians: Northern Leopard Frog

Want More Information?

1. Peturrson’s Ravine

0

2. Crocus Prairie

Meters

Peturrson’s Ravine contains an important

For more information on Saskatoon’s

marl bog supporting nationally rare plants.

Northeast Swale please visit, Meewasin.com

3. University of Saskatchewan
Reclamation Site

and the 24 minute documentary The Meewasin

4. Saskatoon Natural Grasslands

What We’re Doing About It

Northern Leopard Frog

Meewasin has collaborated with the City
Bird Count & Mistnetting

2

plan for the swale. Please tread lightly.

disappearance of thousands of years of natural
Plants: Crowfoot Violet, Western Red
Lily, Narrow-leaved Water Plantain,
Sweet Grass

4

We are in the process of developing a recreation and trails

The disappearance of native prairie and wetland means the

14 varieties of insects.

Evergreen
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such as moose, deer and beaver, 8 varieties of butterflies and

Do not dump garbage
including soil, sod and
compost; and,

1

Willowgrove

resilience in an ecosystem against human induced or natural

Aspen Ridge

Silverspring

Prairie Crocus; Courtesy Tim Jones

Northeast
Swale

key role in its development working with the City of Saskatoon,
Vesper Sparrow

community.

Biodiversity

Future
Development

Central Avenue

Native Thistle

City Limits

Future
Development

Sutherland

provide a means of flood control for the surrounding

Northeast Swale Location Map
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EcoBlitz of the Northeast Swale, The Northeast

of Saskatoon and a wide variety of stakeholders throughout the

Swale Resource Management Plan, go to northeastswale

community to develop a plan to integrate this sensitive natural

watchers.wiki spaces.com or call Meewasin 306-665-6887.

Aerial imagery courtesy of the City of Saskatoon and the
Saskatchewan Geospatial Imagery Collaborative
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