








EXPECTATION: Public can access the entire shoreline within City limits. Public and
private shoreline within the RM of Corman Park is proportional.

ASSESSMENT: Public accessibility is improving.

GRADE: Exceeds expectations.
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Balance

Public Access Points

Indicator Status Trend

Conservation areas 9 sites No change

Nature experience areas 8 sites 1 new site: “Maryville”

Riverbank parks 12 sites No change

Destinations 2 sites 1 new site: Riverfront

Cultural heritage sites 3 sites New designation: Factoria, Rocky Island,
Wanuskewin

EXPECTATION: Balance the number of public access points to the river.

ASSESSMENT: A broad mix of types of public access points can be found throughout the
Valley (good geographic distribution).

GRADE: Exceeds expectations.

Indicator:
North-South balance in use

Status:

12 nodes (5 active) in South
21 nodes in Central area

0 Nodes in North

Trend:
Recreational opportunities are slow to develop in the North (what exists is all within city
limits).

EXPECTATION: Balance the number of public access points to the river.
ASSESSMENT: 100-Year Plan called for reduced pressure on the sensitive resources
of the south and greater development of recreation opportunities in the north. This has
not occurred outside city limits.

GRADE: Needs improvement.
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Trail - -
Meewasin Trails
Legend
|:| Saskatoon City Limits
ks
primary
interpretive
= gquesirian
= intentional footpath
Indicator Status Trend
Primary Trail 36.6kms | 4.9kms upgraded at Riverfront
Interpretive Trall 9.8kms 2.3kms added to the Valley
Equestrian Trail 8.1kms No change
Intentional Footpath | 10.2kms | New designation: Saskatoon Natural
(new) Grasslands & RPC Prairie

EXPECTATION: Provide a trail system with and connecting to the Valley to
accommodate a variety of users.

ASSESSMENT: The pace of trail expansion slowed, but the variety of trail
experiences expanded. Total trail distance was extended by 7.15kms.
GRADE: Meets expectations.
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Balance

Land Use Mix

Maintaining quality within an ecosystem has a strong correlation to habitat size.
Meewasin has been tracking the size of habitat parcels, connectivity between them to
accommodate wildlife corridors, and assessing the proportion of land in habitat since

1993.

Indicator

Status

Trend

Proportion of land in
habitat (including the
river) in the Valley

Approximately 49% of the land
base within the Valley is
dedicated to habitat

Down from 50% over
last 10 years

Proportion of land in
habitat within a
watershed area of 500m

Approximately 33% of the land
base is habitat

Down from 34% over
last 10 years

Proportion of land in
habitat within a
watershed area of 1km

Approximately 27% of the land
base is habitat

Down from 28% over
last 10 years

Proportion of land in
habitat within a
watershed area of 2kms

Approximately 23% of the land
base is habitat

Down from 24% over
last 10 years

Fragmentation of habitat
in the Meewasin Valley

71% of habitat parcels are less

than 1 acre in size but highly
connected

Improvement over 10
years when 73% of
parcels were <1 acre

Fragmentation of habitat
outside the Meewasin
Valley

Geographic differentiation from
north to south as habitat is highly
fragmented south of Saskatoon
outside the Meewasin Valley and

more connected in the north

Habitat fragmentation is
a growing issue outside
the Meewasin Valley

Trends in land use change over the last five years have been tracked and are mapped on

the following pages.

Indicator

Status

Trend

Encroaching development

1355 acres of habitat were
lost to development in last
five years

Continued loss to
agricultural production,
residential and industrial
development.

Increasing conservation
values

1608 acres of land gained
conservation value over last
five years

Past improvements in
conservation value occurred
only in the Valley. This
trend outside the Valley is
new.
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EXPECTATION: Balance human use and conservation through land use.

ASSESSMENT: Economic growth has impacted habitat. Conservation efforts and
education have helped reduce pressures that result from land-use change.

GRADE: Meets expectations.

Encroaching Development
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Increasing Conservation Values
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Vibrancy

Green Space

The long term conservation of the Meewasin Valley requires a stewardship ethic among
citizens and visitors. People learn to respect and protect the natural world when they
have opportunities to interact with nature. For this reason, improving and extending
recreational opportunities was identified in the Meewasin 100-Year Plan.

“Green space” as a land use does not include habitat but land set aside as open space
for recreational programming, trail or other corridors.

Indicator Status Trend

Acres of green space 468 hectares (1156 acres) | Small loss (32 acres)
User ratio: green 0.005 acres/person Down from 0.006
space/person (within the city of acres/person

Saskatoon, green
space/person averages
0.007 acres/person)

User ratio: trail length/person | 0.31 metres/person Up from 0.29
metres/person

EXPECTATION: Ensure adequate green space.

ASSESSMENT: Development/retention of green space has not kept pace with
population growth. City standard for green space is 0.01 acres/person. Meewasin will
not likely ever achieve this standard as it would threaten habitat within the valley.
However, over-use of recreation sites is damaging. Trail length has been added, but
not primary trail.

GRADE: Needs improvement.

It is important to note that trail length per person has improved, but geographic
distribution of trail is not keeping pace with the development of the city. As an example,
the north east quadrant of the valley has seen the development of two new
neighbourhoods since the trail was last expanded in that direction.
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Vibrancy

Continuum of Uses Facilitated

Indicator

Status

Intentional Passive uses

Site analysis indicates the following uses are
facilitated: strolling, bird-watching, fishing, limited
picnicking, wildlife viewing, passive contemplation,
historical and cultural connection, art appreciation,
river views

Passive uses observed
(un-intentional)

Public opinion survey responses indicate there is
greater demand for the following: picnic areas
and nature experience areas.

Site use analysis indicates the following uses
could be better facilitated: picnicking, river

access, interpretation of flora/fauna and ecologicall
function, hiking

Intentional Active uses

Site analysis indicates the following uses are
facilitated: cycling, running, limited cross-country
skiing, limited hiking, dog-walking, casual sporting
activities, canoeing/kayaking, limited power
boating, limited tobogganing, skating, equestrian

Active uses observed
(unintentional)

Public opinion survey responses indicate there is
greater demand for the following: children’s play,
community trail connections, and expanded trail.

Site use analysis indicates the following uses
could be better facilitated: hiking, cross-country
skiing, off-road biking, skate-boarding/long-
boarding, snow-boarding, tobogganing

EXPECTATION: Provide for both active and passive recreational use of the Meewasin

Valley.

ASSESSMENT: Unintentional uses can have a negative effect on the natural and
cultural heritage resources of the Meewasin Valley. A method for facilitating
unintentional uses must be developed (even if it is informal, it should be intentional).
The list of facilitated active and passive recreational uses is large.

GRADE: Meets expectations.
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Where Nature and Society Intersect

Fit: Development and Education Results

The Moriyama Report identified a role for Meewasin in the area of “fit” as the
enlargement of educational and research opportunities... and the improvement and
extension of recreational opportunities

Development and Education results are benchmarks from the Meewasin strategic plan
to help understand whether these outcomes are being achieved. The benchmarks for fit
for 2008 are listed in the table below.

Indicator Status

Development: Trall Approximately 7kms of new trail have been added
to the Meewasin Valley.

Development: Facilities Riverfront developed
Asset replacement planning begun

Development: Legacy donations | Plant-A-Tree, benches & bricks, Riverfront
Campaign, endowment fund, etc.

Development: Sustainability “Green Team” established at Meewasin to
improve environmental footprint of operations

Development: Naturalization St. Joseph High School & Gabriel Dumont Park

Education: Existing audiences Grade 3 (MVC) and Grade 5 (Beaver Creek) and
general public programs continue; Trail
Ambassador program; Pelican Watch; Clean-Up
Campaign; etc.

Education: New audiences Canoe Tours; special partnerships/celebrations
(eg. Centennials); Yellow Fish Road; Saskatoon
Natural Grasslands curriculum module; St.
Joseph wildlife conservation module; climate
change themes; cultural diversity themes; media
relations; public speaking engagements; etc.

Education: Research List of historic, ongoing, and desired research
projects under development to be shared with
academic community.

EXPECTATION: Increase experiential, educational & research opportunities.

ASSESSMENT: Goals for development and education are set every five years.
Achievement toward these goals is measured in an Effectiveness Report. Most
identified goals have been achieved over the last five-year period. Riverfront was
developed beyond the expectation of the last Plan (achieving both development and
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education goals). There was one trade-off, only 7.15kms of trail was added to the
Valley. The goal was 10kms.

GRADE: Meets expectations.

Vibrancy: Community Capacity

The conservation, development, and education mandates of Meewasin are not
delivered in a vacuum. The community context in which Meewasin works has a direct
bearing on the type of outcomes that appear on the ground. For this reason, several
simple indicators related to community capacity have been identified in the table below.

Indicator Status
Understanding of the natural Benchmarks for capacity include lists of education
system resources at the primary, secondary, and post-

secondary levels.

Conservation values Benchmarks for awareness established (eg. land-
use decisions, demand for natural areas, interest
in stewardship volunteer opportunities, public
opinions).

Articulated plans implemented A new planning hierarchy has been created to
update older plans and bring a consistent

planning scope to the entire Meewasin Valley.
Tracking implementation will be benchmarked.

Resources available for Benchmarks established for government and
protection corporate interest in stewardship.
Cultural capital Benchmarks yet to be established. Awareness of

the importance of the cultural arts has increased
(eg. Cultural Capital designation).

Rural-urban relationship Matrix of partnership breadth and depth created.
facilitation

EXPECTATION: Accept the natural system as the basis for planning. Facilitate cultural
expression to stimulate balance (ie. harmony among nature and people).

ASSESSMENT: Meewasin is highly integrated into the community including
relationships with private, public, non-profit, and academic sectors. The resultis a
growing community capacity to implement the 100-Year Plan.

GRADE: Meets expectations.
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Future Assessment

This report documents those indicators Meewasin is, at present, able to track to
determine whether the desired outcomes are being achieved. The assessment process
has grown over time to include a greater number of indicators to provide both a broader
and deeper understanding of outcomes. It is anticipated greater clarity and focus on
results will continue to be the focus of future reports.

Potential Indictors for Future State of the Valley Assessments

Quantitative scores to clarify each expectation
Value (in dollars) of ecological services provided by habitat to region
Limits of acceptable change in land-use

Measures of stability and resilience within dynamic systems:

0 More stable water cycles (flood and drought moderation)

Better water quality

Healthier habitats, with more diverse flora and fauna

Corridors to connect flora and fauna with one another, to allow for seasonal
movements in response to change

o0 A meaningful connection to nature for the people within a community

O OO

Scored assessments of clean air, soil, and water:

Air quality

Water quality

Soil quality

Aquatic habitat

Upland habitat

Wildlife corridors

Habitat balance (ie. control of pollution; ample space for fish and wildlife feeding,
reproduction, rearing, and rest; food; vegetation cover for fish and wildlife feeding
sites, shade, shelter, hiding spaces, and camouflage; access/escape routes; etc.)

O O0OO0O0O00O0
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Quiality of life indicators:

(0}
(0]
o

O o0o0o0O0Oo

O 00O

Fish and wildlife close by

Visual, spiritual and real connection to nature

Appreciations of heritage and cultural resources such as natural heritage
resources, historic sites, cultural landscapes

Relief from urban pressures (noise, crowding, bustle)

Environmental education

Livability for low-cost

Places for recreation and exercise

Healthy transportation alternatives

Community spirit (eg. opportunities for community volunteers to participate; creating
a natural legacy for future generations; neighbourhood identity; etc.)
Tourism (ie. things to see, things to do, things to learn)

Water supply

Management of non-point-source pollution

Transportation and Utility corridors
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